
 
MANORCROFT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Writing Progression 
 Reception and Key Stage 1 

 
Writing skills are cumulative and built on year upon year.  

 

Skill Year R Year 1 Year 2 

Contexts for 
Writing 
including 
awareness of 
audience, 
purpose and 
structure 

Child initiated writing (in role, and for purpose)  
 
Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read 
by others 
 
(See Writing overview for further details) 

Write for different purposes, including narrative about 
personal experiences, non-fiction about real events 
and poetry 
 
To use a number of simple features of different text 
types and to make relevant choices about subject 
matter and appropriate vocabulary choices 
 
(See Writing overview for further details) 
 

Write for different purposes with an awareness of an 
increased amount of fiction and non-fiction structures 
 
(See Writing overview for further details) 

Planning 
Writing 

Talk about and respond to stories (helicopter stories, 
rhymes and songs) with actions, recalling key events 
and innovating (alternate aspect). e.g character, 
settings, object 
 
Retell and sequence stories, once a deep familiarity 
with the texts have been developed 
 
Use new vocabulary in different contexts 
 
Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with 
their peers and teachers 
 
Express ideas and feelings about experiences in full 
sentences 
 
Orally rehearse sentences before writing them 
 

Say out loud what they are going to write about  
 
Compose a sentence orally before writing it 
 
Draw on what they have read 

Plan or say out loud what they are going to write about  
 
Consider what they are going to write before beginning 
by writing down ideas, key words and new vocabulary 
 
Encapsulate what they want to say, sentence by 
sentence 
 

Drafting 
Writing 

To think of, say and write a simple sentence, 
sometimes using a capital letter and full stop 

Write sentences by saying out loud what they’re going 
to write about, after discussion with the teacher 
 
Write down some of the sentences that have been 
rehearsed 

Write sentences that are linked thematically 
 
Write about real events, recording these simply and 
clearly 
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Skill Year R Year 1 Year 2 

 
Sequence sentences to form short narratives (real or 
fictional) 

Write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 
drawing on reading to inform the vocabulary and 
grammar for writing 
 
 

Editing 
Writing 

Read their work to an adult and make changes with 
support  

Re-read what they have written to check that it makes 
sense 
 
Discuss what they have written with the teacher or 
other pupils 

Evaluate their writing with the teacher 
and other pupils 
 
Re-read to check that their writing makes sense and 
that verbs to indicate time are used correctly and 
consistently, including verbs in the continuous form 
 
Proofread to check for errors in spelling, 
grammar and punctuation 

Performing 
Writing 

Share their writing with others Read their writing aloud clearly enough to be heard by 
their peers and the teacher 

Read aloud what they have written with 
appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear 

Vocabulary Talk about and respond to stories (rhymes and songs) 
with actions, recalling key events and innovating 
(alternate aspect) 
 
Talk about elements of a topic using newly introduced 
vocabulary and extending sentences using a range of 
conjunctions to offer extra explanation and detail with 
correct tenses 

Leave spaces between words join words and joining 
clauses using "and" 
 
Use familiar adjectives to add detail e.g. red apple, bad 
wolf 

Use expanded noun phrases to describe 
and specify  
 
Attempt some varied vocab and use some varied 
sentence openings e.g. time 
conjunctions 
 
To use new vocabulary from their reading, their 
discussions about it (one- to-one and as a whole class) 
and from their wider experiences 

Phonics and 
whole word 

spelling 

Spell words by identifying sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with a letter or letters  
 
 
 

Spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes 
taught  
 
Spell common exception words  
 
Spell the days of the week  
 
Name the letters of the alphabet in order  
 
Use letter names to distinguish between alternative 
spellings of the same sound  
 

Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent 
these by graphemes spelling many correctly 
 
Learn new ways of spelling phonemes for which 1 or 
more spellings are already known, and learn some 
words with each spelling, including a few common 
homophones 
 
Learn to spell common exception words  
 
Distinguish between homophones and near-
homophones 
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Spell words with simple phoneme/grapheme 
correspondence accurately e.g. cat, dog, red  
 
Make phonetically plausible attempts at writing longer 
words using dominant phonemes and common 
grapheme representations 
 

Other Word 
Building 
Spelling  

 Use the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural 
marker for nouns and the third person singular marker 
for verbs  
 
Use the prefix un– use –ing, –ed, –er and –est where 
no change is needed in the spelling of root words  
 
Apply simple spelling rules and guidance from National 
Curriculum English Appendix 1: Spelling 

Learning the possessive apostrophe (singular)  
 
Learn to spell more words with contracted forms  
 
Add suffixes to spell longer words, including –ment, –
ness, –ful, –less, –ly  
 
Show awareness of silent letters in spelling e.g. knight,  
 
Write use –le ending as the most common spelling for 
this sound at the end of words  
 
Apply simple spelling rules and guidance from National 
Curriculum English Appendix 1: Spelling 

Transcription  Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the 
teacher that include words using the GPCs and 
common exception words taught so far 
 

Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the 
teacher that include words using the GPCs, common 
exception words and punctuation taught so far 
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Handwriting    
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Grammar    

 


